The nitro group in the title compound, C 10 H 9 NO 6 , is rotated by 10.9 (5) out of the plane of the benzene ring. 
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Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer Absorption correction: scan (North et al., 1968) (Fig.1) , is useful as an important intermediate for the preparation of iodinated X-ray contrast media, in particular non-ionic ones such as Iopamidol, Iohexol and Ioversol, being used clinically all over the world (Cutroneo et al., 2007; Bjorsvik et al., 2001; Enzweiler et al., 2006) . This crystal structure shows that the benzene ring and the nitro group are only slightly inclined, as shown by the torsion angles of O5-N-C7-C6 -10.6 (5)° and of O6-N-C7-C8 -11.2 (5)°.
Experimental 5-nitroisophthalic acid (0.5 mmol,100.6 mg) was dissolved in hot methanol (5 ml), then a drop of concentrated sulfuric acid was added and refluxed for 4 h. The precipitate was filtered off, washed with water and dissolved in 95% ethanol(20 mL).
The solution was evaporated in air affording colourless needle crystals suitable for X-ray analysis (yield: 85.2%).
Refinement
Positional parameters of all the H atoms bonded to C atoms were calculated geometrically and were allowed to ride on the C atoms to which they are bonded, with C-H = 0.93 (aromatic) and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or 0.96 (methyl) and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C), respectively. Figures   Fig. 1 . A view of the title compound with the atomic numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids were drawn at the 30% probability level. 
Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer R int = 0.041
Radiation source: fine-focus sealed tube θ max = 25.3º
Monochromator: graphite θ min = 1.7º 
